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Dockst Cleck

Marketing Order Adminisimtion Branch
Fruit and Vegetable Programs

AMS, USDA

1400 Independence Avenge, SW

STOP 0237

Washington, DC 20250-0237

PAX (202) 720-8938
E-MAIL moab.docketclerk@uosda .gov

RE: Docket No. FV03-925-TPR
Faderal Register Vol. 70, No. 100, Page 30001
Grapes Grown in & Designated Ares of Southeastern California and Imported
Table Grapes; Proposed Change in Regulatory Period
COMMENTS IN OPPOSITION TO PROPOSED CHANGE

Dear Dockst Cleck:

AGRICOLA MEREX CHILE LTDA. opposes the above referenced change in
the effective date of Table Grape Marketing Order 925 and the corapanion Table Grape
Import Regulstion 4 that will further vestrict table grapes supplied from Chile
AGRICOLA MEREX CHILE LTDA. is in the business of exporting Chilean
agricaltural commodities, and ships approximately 48.500 of fresh wmble grapes to the U.S,
during the months of Javuary through April

AGRICOLA MFREX CHILE LTDA. concurs with, and incaporutos herein by refercnce, the
detailed comments and supponing data sobmitied by ASOEX, the Chilesns Exporiaw Association,
Specifically, AGRICOLA MEREX CHILE LTDA, urges the sgency to reject the proposed change
in the regulatory petiod bocguse

Tho Proposed Ruls imposes mmkesing order styndands ont Chileen wpplies when no domostic
varictics are svailable, md heefore comstitutzs a non<arifT baricr contary w the terms of WTO
Agresments and the U.S.-Chilc Froe Trade Agreement.

The Proposed Rule gssesses inspoction fees starting April 1 when no
domestic supplies are being so charged, and thereby violates Article Il
and Article VIII of GATT 1994,



NOU-28-2005 23:008

CP-SE oD 1rig(e

2

LHK,PLLC 282 861 B618

DEIRGRICOLA MEREX CHILE S6273906893 739027S A 254163

The change in the begioning effective date of Marketing Order 923 and
Table Grepe Import Regulation 4 fom Aprl 20 to April 1 will have a
direot negative impact on our businass, AGRICOLA MEREX CHILE
LTDA. ships 1.124 of fresh mble grapes to the US. from April 1 to April
20. Xf the Proposed Rula should be adopted, the éstimated value of the
table grapes to be excluded from shipment is US15.000,00

The Praposed Rule does not contain any evidence of citcumvention by
Chilean able grapes sufficiont to warrant the proposed change.

The change in date from April 20 to April 1 will creste an amificial
shortage of tabic grapes sitice there is no other commercially significant
and relinble supply from any source other than Chile.

The Chilean gmpes supplied from April 1 to the carliest commarcially
significant supplies of grapos from Coacheils Valley in Californis meet
marketing specifications from retail chains that ave more stringent in some
rospects than the marketing ordor requirements,

The proposed change cannot be validly besed on 3 20 yearold survey of
cold stomye practices,

The proposed change can not be justified under the criteria esablished by
the AMAA for a change in the beginning sffective dato of Marketing
Order 925 or the companion Table Grape Import Regulation 4 in view of
the record prices received by Coachella Valley growers in the last two
asasons,

Respectfully sybmitted,
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